THE BEST OF GOOD READING

"Do you know what they fought about?" said I.

"No," he said, "that is more than a horse
:an understand; but the enemy must have been
iwfully wicked people, if it were right to go all
Lhat way over the sea on purpose to kill them."

NED IN AFRICA

[Sir Samuel Baker (1821-1893) was a great
English hunter and explorer. He traveled and
hunted dangerous game in many out-of-the-way
places and had plenty of exciting adventures.
His name will always be remembered by geog-
raphers because he was the first white man to
discover Lake Albert Nyanza, one of the great
lakes at the source of the river Nile, in the heart
of unknown Africa. He wrote an account of
this exploration, called The Albert Nyanza,
which is one of the most interesting books of
the kind ever written. So many boys and girls
were interested by what they had heard of his
travels and adventures that he wrote a book
especially for them, and named it Cast Up By
the Sea. The following story is taken from
Chapter XVI of that volume.

Ned Grey, the hero of the story, is an English
sailor boy who is shipwrecked off the coast of
Africa. He and his faithful negro servant,
Tim, built a raft and managed to get ashore
with Nero, their brave Newfoundland dog,
and a good stock of guns and ammunition.
They are taken prisoners by a tribe of African
savages, but are kindly treated because the
natives had never seen a white person before,
nor guns, nor any of the other strange things,
like compasses and telescopes, that Ned had
with him. After Ned shoots a lion, a beast of
which the natives are very much afraid, they
feel sure that he must be a magician, and he is
at once given a high position in the tribe.]

Fwas now the season for hunting, and parties
were organized for killing elephants and
hippopotami, the flesh of which was the prin-
cipal food of the people;  this was dried in
strips, and then hung up in the smoke of their

cabins in sufficient quantities to last for many
months.

The harvest of meat was considered almost as
important as that of corn; therefore while a
portion of the men and the whole of the women
were engaged in the cultivation of their fields,
those who were most active and courageous
formed bands of hunters, and provided a supply
of flesh. To be distinguished for exploits in the
hunting-grounds was considered to be even
more meritorious than acts of valor on the field
of battle, and as Ned had gained a great reputa-
tion by the death of the lion, he was expected
to perform prodigies in the chase of wild ani-
mals. Next to the king, he was already the
greatest man in the country, as his supposed
power in magic had given him an extraordinary

SHOOTING A HIPPOPOTAMUS
An exciting sport when carried on in crazy dugout canoes.
influence. Among his medicines he had a-large
supply of calomel and emetic tartar: the effect
of these drugs upon the sick had gained him